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but also of such factors in post-war planning as the Rt. Hon.
Arthur Greenwood, Minister for Reconstruction, and Lord
Kindersley, Chairman of the National War Savings Com-
mittee. I spent a night down in the country with Sir Keith
Murdoch, the great Australian figure in London, owner of
the Melbourne Herald and its group of Australian news-
papers. This premise goes for the Dominions too. Through
Herman Sargint, European manager of the North American
Newspaper Alliance, a great and good British soul, I met
most of the British newspapermen. This goes for all of
them.
It goes for every industrialist I saw. None of these men
wandered around the bush. They all knew it would be a
long and dreadful war, but their part in it and the future
treatment of Germany was a settled matter. She must be
thoroughly and completely beaten, in her own country, in
such a way as was not done after World War I. " Beat to
the ground," Churchill put it. Beat to the ground.
Lord Ashfield, Chairman of the London Passenger
Transport Board and of the Railway Executive Committee,
summed it up. We were sitting in his office in Electric
House, sitting before his fire in the late afternoon. " A
people must decide first whether life is wrorth living without
the dignity of man," he said. " They must decide on the
personal meaning of dignity. Of course, there are those
who may find a new kind of strange happiness in living
without it. Perhaps a strange Germany has found a vica-
rious pleasure in transferring their hopelessness for personal
dignity into their hojDe for a power State. The war has the
factor of a revolt against this transfer, and it will never end
until this degeneration is thrown back and controlled.
Each free man's soul responds for this attack, no matter
where he lives or what he has to fight with."
Nothing could possibly typify this better than the Poles,
Lord Ashfield told me. And I found out what he meant. I
went especially to a flying field of the Polish Air Force,
co-ordinated with the R.A.F.
I suppose it is natural for us to think of Poland as out of
the war and of the Nazi conquest of Poland as a fait
accompli. Furthermore, I think Poland's ineffectiveness
against German Panzer divisions and the Luftwaffe seemed